The semi-arid region in northeastern Brazil, it is characterized as part of the Caatinga biome, with several Brazilian endemic species, among these species are plants of forage potential. 
INTRODUCTION
he Brazilian northeast is a region that presents irregularities in distribution of rainfall, with periods of prolonged drought, with the typical semi-arid climate and unique biome the Brazilian Caatinga. That translates into low productivity of livestock T managed under grazing. For Vieira et al. (2005) the use of fodder shrub and tree species in the region is one of the ways to minimize the problem of shortage of forage during the dry season of the year. According Ribaski and Montoya (2001) these species need to have their chemical quality assessed to be listed as alternatives to silvipastoris systems, especially in dry seasons, when the herbaceous components of the pasture is little available, thus providing the main source of food in the diet animals.
OBJECTIVES
The purpose of this study was to determine the chemical composition, of samples of grass and bushes where the animals shepherd at the settlement of Mocambo in São Jose da Tapera -AL, and evaluate its real potential. Laboratory tests consisted in dry matter (DM), organic matter, minerals, crude protein (CP), ether extract, lignin, neutral detergent fiber (NDF), NDF corrected to ash and protein, acid detergent fiber ( ADF).
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The samples were collected in areas of pasture fields a the settlement of Mocambo located in the municipality of São Jose da Tapera state of Alagoas. All tests were performed at the Institute of Chemistry and Biotechnology, Federal University of Alagoas UFAL. The samples were evaluated as to the contents of DM (dry matter), CP (crude protein), NDF (neutral detergent fiber), ADF (acid detergent fiber) and ash as techniques described by Silva (1990) . The test results are shown in Table 2 .
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
There were identified and collected samples of 11 species and families in the settlement Mocambo (Table 1) . Seiffert and Thiago (1983) stated that the use of leguminous tree / shrub contributes to the growth of nutritious diet through fractions palatable to the animal. But when it comes to trees and shrubs of the savanna, is worthwhile of notice that one of the disadvantages of the use of deciduous and forage plants is the complete loss of leaves during the dry period, in which reflects negatively on animal performance by the unwillingness or by the availability low quality material. Araujo Filho et al. (1998) considered levels above 40% as high. Considering that the higher the level of DM, higher intake of nutrients and the material is more suitable for production of hay and silage of good quality, it appears that the Anadenthera colubrina, Caesalpinia pyramidalis and Cenchrus ciliares stood out as qualitatively better than the other species. The content of CP's of Senna obtusifolia was superior to other species with levels found within the range of 4 to 16% not considered high but also not considered low, made clear its importance as a forage. The results for levels of CP, ADF and NDF found in this study is consistent with the reports of Oliveira (1990) and Araujo Filho et al. (1998) showing that the best samples have been collected from species in the rainy season, in contrary to the dry season which occurs decrease in levels of CP and increase in NDF.
CONCLUSIONS
The species examined showed differences in dry matter, crude protein, neutral detergent fiber, acid detergent fiber in general compositions bromatological satisfactory, highlighting only those samples that were collected during the rainy season in dry period may have changed these compositions. All species examined, about the chemical composition, have the potential to be used as fodder. L. 1983 . Leguminosas: cultura forrageira para produção de proteína.:
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